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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
February 23, 2016 

Madras Aviation Building ~ Madras, Oregon 
4:30 PM 

ATTENDING: 
 
John Speece (MDWC) 
Mark Goodwin (JCSWCD) 
Scott Samsel (Landowner) 
*Jeff Rasmussen (Jefferson County) 
Guy Chittenden (Madras Schools) 
*Kirk Holcomb (NUID) 
*Jennifer Mickelson (USFS) 
Elden Ward (ODF) 
Ellen Hammond (ODA) 
Seth Webb (NUID) 
*Lloyd Forman (Landowner) 
Jerry Ramsey (Landowner/ Jefferson Cty. Historical Society) 
Stan Nowakowski (Landowner/ Friend of Willow Creek) 
* - Board Member 
 

SUMMARY OF BOARD MOTIONS 
 

Call to Order:  The February 23, 2016 Middle Deschutes Watershed Council (MDWC) was called to order by Coordinator 
John Speece at 4:35 PM.  A quorum was not place.  Introductions were made all around. 
 
Approval of October 27 and December 15, 2015 Council Minutes:  The council tabled the approval of the October 27, 
2015 and December 15, 2015 minutes because a quorum was not in place. 
 
Approval of Council Financials:  The council tabled the approval of the council financial statement because a quorum 
was not in place. 
 

Guest Presentation: Jerry Ramsey, “The News from John Brown Canyon” 

 Jerry Ramsey discussed the history of John Brown Canyon, and the Campbell Creek area.  He touched on his 
family’s history at the head of the canyon and how canyons tell a geologic and archeological story.  Jerry highlighted how 
artifacts are to be found in canyons.  He discussed the history of John Brown and his time in the Central Oregon area as a 
productive farmer and family man, and Jerry briefly touched on the early history of the North Unit.   Jerry quoted Aldo 
Leopold during his talk with a statement that seems appropriate: 
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"Our tools are better than we are, and grow better faster than we do. They suffice to crack the atom, to command the 
tides. But they do not suffice for the oldest task in human history: to live on a piece of land without spoiling it." 

Coordinator Update: 

• Board participation and community interest: 

Those in attendance discussed the status of the board, board members and ideas of how to increase 
participation among landowners.  Many ideas were discussed: 

• Personal visits with current board members; one extra push to gauge interest 
• Re-structure the board to include council members that routinely attend 
• Insure Willow Creek is included on board 
• Outreach to Farm Bureau, Livestock Association, and others 
• Student involvement 
• List multiple alternates to include commonly attending council members 

       It was pointed out the By-Laws need to be amended.  Specifically Article 3, Section 1, should be amended to             
       allow for a broader range of community members that include those that do not live in or derive economic     
       benefit from the watershed.  Changes will be made for council review and approval at next meeting. 

• Adopt-a-Trail:   
During the December meeting it was suggested by Jon Burchell that the MDWC consider adopting a section 
of trail along Willow Creek.  The council has adopted a short section in Madras at 9th St. to B St.  There is a 
park that borders the section.  This location will provide an opportunity for council members to engage with 
the public, and for community education events to occur.  The requirements are: 1/mo April to Sept. and 1 
time every other month Oct – March.   
 

• Adopt-a-Highway:   
The council formally adopted a section of US-26 near Madras; MP 115 – 116.  This is the section between 
Dogwood and Cherry Lanes.  ODOT requires litter pick up 2-3 times per year and the commitment is for two 
years.  At the April meeting the council will determine the first pick up date after which ODOT will install the 
road sign. 

• Grant Updates: 
 
 National Fish and Wildlife Foundation: Urban Waters Grant.   
 Applied February; Award July. 

Total Amount Requested $ 30,484.84; Matching Contributions $40,166.00 
Proposed Grant Period 08/01/ 2016 - 06/30/ 2018 
Students of the Middle Deschutes Youth Watershed Councils will receive environmental education to 
prepare them to assist in the planning and implementation of restoration projects that will restore 5 
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acres of critical riparian habitat for the benefit of Redband Trout; a federal and state sensitive species, 
and nesting Bald and Golden Eagles.  Specifically, this project will provide engaging in-class education 
and ‘place based’ stewardship activities in which students learn how to become better stewards of their 
local watersheds and therefore will have a marked increase in knowledge and skills that contribute to 
their ability to make informed decisions regarding natural resource and conservation issues. 
 
Willow Creek Upland and Riparian Enhancement – Update from Jenn Mickelson - Forest Service: 

OWEB Willow Creek Juniper Treatment:  The FS is in the process of addressing the potential for noxious 
weeds associated for the project by completing a risk assessment, and are close to submitting an eagle 
monitoring plan to the USFWS.  They anticipate being able to begin work in the fall of 2016. 

Culver Youth WC – Update from Jenn Mickelson - Forest Service: 

The Culver Youth WC is a huge success and all of the students of the high school will be part of it.  The 
high school will begin to grow riparian plants in the high school greenhouse for use in restoration 
projects.  On November 12 all of the students from the high school visited Willow Creek in the 
Grasslands to receive environmental education and participate in one of 8 stations they chose.  The 
MDWC hosted taught the Channel Morphology and Habitat station and educated the students about 
those topics.  During the winter the project will slow down, however, pending additional funding, it will 
continue in the spring and into the 2016-2017 academic year. 

             EPA Watershed Education Programming in Central Oregon:  

This is a project funded through an EPA Environmental Education Local Grant with a goal of delivering 
classroom, hands-on and place based field trips to 840 Central Oregon Students over two years.  The 
Children’s Forest of Central Oregon (CFCO) is the grant holder, and the MDWC is a partner along with 
the Crooked River Watershed Council and the Upper Deschutes Watershed Council.  The MDWC will 
deliver education to approximately 55 students each spring in 2016 and 2017 that will receive two 
classroom presentations and two field trips.  The participating teachers and classes are currently being 
finalized.  

MDWC Monitoring Plan: 

This project will continue to be worked on through 2016.   

 

Partner Updates and Comments:    

Oregon Department of Agriculture:  Ellen Hammond provided an ODA update.  She stated that ODA has 
recently gone through a personnel shift and she’s accepted a new position within ODA as the Statewide 
Monitoring Coordinator.  Theresa DeBardelaben, who is currently the Ag. Water Quality Specialist for 
Crook, Harney, and Malheur Counties, will transition to the same position for Deschutes, Jefferson, 
Wasco and Hood River counties.  This will take a few months to be finalized.  
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Next Meeting:  The Next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, April 19 (26), 2016 4:30 PM  

Meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM. 


