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COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
December 15, 2015 

Madras Aviation Building ~ Madras, Oregon 
4:30 PM 

ATTENDING: 
 
John Speece (MDWC) 
Mark Goodwin (JCSWCD) 
Scott Samsel (Landowner) 
*Jonathan Burchell (City of Madras) 
*Guy Chittenden (Madras Schools) 
*Kirk Holcomb (NUID) 
Jennifer Mickelson (USFS) 
Elden Ward (ODF) 
Ellen Hammond (ODA) 
Seth Webb (NUID) 
* - Board Member 
 

SUMMARY OF BOARD MOTIONS 
 

Call to Order:  The December 15, 2015 Middle Deschutes Watershed Council (MDWC) was called to order by Board Chair 
Jonathan Burchell at 4:30 PM.  A quorum was not place.  Introductions were made all around. 
 
Approval of October 27, 2015 Council Minutes:  The council tabled the approval of the October 27, 2015 minutes 
because a quorum was not in place. 
 
Approval of Council Financials:  The council tabled the approval of the council financial statement because a quorum 
was not in place. 
 

Coordinator Update: 

• Website Update:   

The website is near completion.  The developer recently experienced software and computer problems that 
temporarily delayed the process. 
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• Adopt-a-Highway: 

The council formally adopted a section of US-26 near Madras; MP 115 – 116.  This is the section 
between Dogwood and Cherry Lanes.  ODOT requires litter pick up 2-3 times per year and the 
commitment is for two years.  At the February meeting the council will determine the first pick up date 
after which ODOT will install the road sign. 

• Grant Updates: 
 

Willow Creek Upland and Riparian Enhancement – Update from Jenn Mickelson - Forest Service: 

OWEB Willow Creek Juniper Treatment:  The FS is in the process of addressing the potential for noxious 
weeds associated for the project by completing a risk assessment, and are close to submitting an eagle 
monitoring plan to the USFWS.  They anticipate being able to begin work in the fall of 2016. 

Culver Youth WC – Update from Jenn Mickelson - Forest Service: 

The Culver Youth WC is a huge success and all of the students of the high school will be part of it.  The 
high school will begin to grow riparian plants in the high school greenhouse for use in restoration 
projects.  On November 12 all of the students from the high school visited Willow Creek in the 
Grasslands to receive environmental education and participate in one of 8 stations they chose.  The 
MDWC hosted taught the Channel Morphology and Habitat station and educated the students about 
those topics.  During the winter the project will slow down, however, pending additional funding, it will 
continue in the spring and into the 2016-2017 academic year. 

             EPA Watershed Education Programming in Central Oregon:  

This is a project funded through an EPA Environmental Education Local Grant with a goal of delivering 
classroom, hands-on and place based field trips to 840 Central Oregon Students over two years.  The 
Children’s Forest of Central Oregon (CFCO) is the grant holder, and the MDWC is a partner along with 
the Crooked River Watershed Council and the Upper Deschutes Watershed Council.  The MDWC will 
deliver education to approximately 55 students each spring in 2016 and 2017 that will receive two 
classroom presentations and two field trips.  The participating teachers and classes are currently being 
finalized.  

MDWC Monitoring Plan: 

Ellen Hammond, ODA, and I met to begin discussing a watershed wide monitoring plan.  The purpose is 
to address the issue that there isn’t a coordinated baseline analysis of aquatic, riparian, and upland 
conditions.  There currently is not a syntheses of existing assessments in one place (document) that can 
be used to strategically plan future restoration projects.  This project will continue to be worked on 
through early 2016.   

 



 

3 
 

625 SE Salmon Ave.  # 6 
Redmond, Oregon  97756 

 
Phone: (541) 923-4358   X. 132   

 
Partner Updates and Comments:    

Forest Service:  Jenn Mickelson discussed her recent field trip with Tim Deboot, OSU Extension, and a 
representative from the University of Montana.  Researchers from the university are competing a 
test/pilot study regarding juniper treatment and removal.  Specifically, they are interested in the 
economics of how much volume of juniper they can yard out in a one week period.  They will host an 
additional public demonstration in January and Jenn will notify the MDWC of those dates once it is 
finalized. 

Oregon Department of Agriculture:  Ellen Hammond provided an ODA update.  She stated that ODA has 
recently gone through a personnel shift and she’s accepted a new position within ODA as the Statewide 
Monitoring Coordinator.  Theresa DeBardelaben, who is currently the Ag. Water Quality Specialist for 
Crook, Harney, and Malheur Counties, will transition to the same position for Deschutes, Jefferson, 
Wasco and Hood River counties.  This will take a few months to be finalized.  

Jon Burchell: Jon suggested at the February meeting the council have a discussion about the status of 
current and future board members.  He expressed that he knows of someone that is interested in 
becoming a member.   

Next Meeting:  The Next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, February 23, 2016 4:30 PM  

Meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 


